
National Seminar on English Language Teaching: Pedagogy and Practice

The Poster for the event

On the 12th of November
2022, the Department of
English at the Centre for
Distance and Online
Education, Rabindra Bharati
University, organised a one
day National Seminar on
English Language
Teaching: Pedagogy and
Practice. The seminar was
inaugurated by offering
flowers of tribute to
Rabindranath Tagore by



Professor (Dr) Bikash Ghosh, Deputy Registrar, CDOE Rabindra Bharati University, Shri
Kaushik Bhattacharya, Assistant Registrar (Exam), CDOE Rabindra Bharati University,
Professor (Dr) Soma Banerjee, Head of the Department of English, Rabindra Bharati University
and other dignitaries (image atop). The inaugural session was conducted by Dr. Priya Banerjee,
Assistant Professor, Environmental Studies, CDOE, Rabindra Bharati University.

The detailed poster for the Seminar

After the felicitation of all dignitaries present by the students of CDOE, Aritra Basu read out the
heartfelt message from Prof (Dr) Ashis Kumar Das, Director, CDOE. Sir regretted not being able
to be present physically, but he sent forth his warm wishes nonetheless. Then, Dr. Bikash Ghosh,
Sri Kaushik Bhattacharya and Dr. Soma Banerjee delivered their welcome addresses by their
ever-inspiring words and warmth. All the invited speakers were introduced by the convenors of
the seminar, Aritra Basu and Rishiraj Pal, Assistant Professors of English, CDOE, Rabindra
Bharati University (images below). The introductory session’s remarks left



The first plenary session was chaired by Dr.
Soma Banerjee. The first invited speaker of
the session, Dr. Garima Dalal, Assistant
Professor at Jawaharlal Nehru University,
delivered her talk through the virtual
medium. She focused on various aspects of
linguistic studies, particularly emphasising
on how English language Teaching enables
a learner to understand the application of
language in numerous fields. This was
followed by the second plenary speaker, Dr.
Sunanda Mukherjee (image on the right
side), Associate Professor of English at
Khidderpore College, who spoke on
‘English language Teaching: Reflections on
Pedagogical Experiences’. Dr. Mukherjee in
her speech explored how, unlike popular belief, the earliest appearance of the English language
in India occurred in association with education and not colonisation. It was during this session
that the audience engaged with both the speakers, asking insightful questions and making
significant comments about the papers that were presented in this session.



Audience Interaction during one of the Online talks

The second plenary session began with the joint presentation of Dr. Dishari Chattaraj and Dr.
Arya Vijayaraghavan, Assistant Professors, Christ University, who joined the seminar virtually.
They spoke primarily on the functionality of English Language Education in General English
courses which are widely taken up by students of almost all courses across universities, in our
country. The final speaker of the seminar was Dr. Bipra Narayan Bhattacharyya, Assistant

Professor, Government General
Degree College Kharagpur- II, who
delivered his lecture on ‘Bridging the
Cultural Gap: Teaching English in
Indian Classrooms’ (image on the
left side). He started his talk by
focusing on the fact that the English
language has always been
synonymous with power and is still
so in many respects, but nature
probably has changed. Through
various examples of popular culture,
films and literary works, Dr.
Bhattacharyya showed how the

popular tendency of glorifying Victorian Bhodrolok culture in the 50s and 60s changed its course
with the economic liberalisation in the 1990s, When America became the most powerful in the
world economy. Both these talks were highly appreciated by the dignitaries and the students
present in the audience. The curious queries and anecdotes that the participants shared at the end
of the session were an important takeaway for everyone present.



Snippets from the Online Presentations by Dr Dalal, Dr Chattaraj and Dr Vijayaraghavan

This was followed by a question answer and feedback session conducted by Rishiraj Pal, and the
seminar formally ended with the delivery of vote of thanks by Aritra Basu. Certificates were
distributed to the invited speakers and all the participants of the seminar. After a prolonged
period of online mode of teaching and learning, this seminar provided a wonderful platform
where both students and teachers could openly exchange their thoughts and views.

Group photograph with the dignitaries and participants.


