
 International Seminar on Emerging Environmental Concerns– 

Celebration of World Environment Day 2022 

The World Environment Day theme “Only One 

Earth” for this year (2022) mirrored that of the first 

World Environment Day celebrated on 5th June 

1973 to highlight the achievements and failures 

experienced over the last 50 years in terms of 

protecting our environment and planet. It called 

for collective, transformative action on a global 

scale to celebrate, protect and restore our planet. In 

keeping with this initiative of UN Environment 

Programme, the Department of Environmental 

Studies, Center for Distance and Online Education 

(CDOE), Rabindra Bharati University organized 

an International Seminar on Emerging Environmental Concerns on 04.06.2022.  

The seminar was inaugurated by watering of a 

plant by Prof. (Dr.) Subir Maitra, Registrar, 

Rabindra Bharati University, Prof. (Dr.) Ashis 

Kumar Das, Director, CDOE, Rabindra Bharati 

University, Prof. (Dr.) Sahara Ahmed, Professor-

In-Charge, Department of Environmental Studies, 

Rabindra Bharati University and other invited 

dignitaries. The welcome address was delivered 

by The Director, CDOE, Rabindra Bharati 

University. The inaugural speech was delivered 

by The Registrar, Rabindra Bharati University, 

who highlighted the significance of this event and 

introduced the theme for the same.  

All dignitaries were felicitated by Dr. 

Pallavi Mitra, Assistant Professor, 

Environmental Studies, CDOE, 

Rabindra Bharati University.  This was 

followed by the session of lectures by 

the invited dignitaries. This event was 

anchored by Dr. Priya Banerjee, 

Assistant Professor, Environmental 

Studies, CDOE, Rabindra Bharati 

University 

The first session of invited lectures was 

chaired by Prof. (Dr.) Sahara Ahmed, 

Professor-In-Charge, Department of 

Environmental Studies, Rabindra 

Bharati University. The first invited 

speaker of this session, Dr. Moumit 

Director, CDOE, RBU delivering the 

welcome address 

Dignitaries delivering their speech 



Roy Goswami, Assistant Professor and HOD, Department of Environmental Science, Netaji Nagar 

College for Women, attended the event in person and delivered a lecture on “Perspectives of 

Environmental Health”. Dr. Roy Goswami spoke on several health issues caused by pollution and 

suggested novel ways to address the same. The second speaker of this session, Mr. Shubhra Sau, 

Researcher, Department of Botany and Zoology, Masaryk University, joined this event virtually from 

Brno, Czechia, and delivered a lecture on “Distribution of different colour-morphs of sand lizards 

(Lacerta agilis) in Palearctic region”. Mr. Sau shared unique details regarding effect of environmental 

parameters on behavioral ecology of sand lizards and measures for conserving the same.  

The second session of invited lectures was chaired by 

Prof. (Dr.) Bikas Ghosh, Deputy Registrar, 

Administration, CDOE, Rabindra Bharati University. 

The first invited speaker of this session, Dr. Avishek 

Rudra, Post-doctoral Research Associate, Planetary 

Chemistry Group, University of Cambridge joined this 

event virtually from UK and delivered a lecture on 

“Overwhelming Earth's carbon cycle by anthropogenic 

carbon release”. Dr. Rudra addressed the significant 

impacts of anthropogenic activities on the environment. 

The second speaker of this session, Dr. Prantik 

Banerjee, Assistant Professor, Environmental Science, 
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Department of Chemistry, School of Basic and Applied Sciences, Adamas University attended this event 

in person and delivered a lecture on “Wetlands: Synonym for life?”. Dr. Banerjee discussed the 

ecosystem services offered by wetlands and shared an overview on the status of Indian wetlands. 

This event was followed by a Quiz Contest for all 

student participants. This session was conducted 

by the invited speakers. This contest instilled a 

competitive spirit among the students. Winners of 

the competition were awarded with a token of 

appreciation as encouragement. Interaction with 

the invited speakers inspired the students to 

identify potential sectors for future research.  

After the completion of all sessions, the formal 

vote of thanks for concluding the seminar was 

given by Dr. Banerjee and Dr. Mitra.  

This event ended with the distribution of certificates to 

all attendees. This seminar was attended by Faculty 

Members of Department of Environmental Studies, 

Rabindra Bharati University as well as Assistant 

Professors, staff and students (Environmental Studies) 

of CDOE, Rabindra Bharati University. Their support 

throughout the preparation for this event facilitated the 

smooth execution of the same.  

Attending such informative presentations delivered by experts 

of relevant domains is a rare opportunity for students pursuing 

distance education. All invited lectures improved their 

understanding of significant environmental issues and 

motivated them to contribute in their own way for the 

betterment of environment and society. This seminar also 

helped shape the outlook of several participants towards 

environmental sustainability through an ecocentric approach, 

which was the primary objective of the same. 

This event provided a huge platform to the students pursuing 

distance education to learn and interact with experts from 

different domains of their subject. According to the feedback 

received, the participants appreciated the blended mode of the 

seminar as it enabled them to interact with the eminent 

speakers joining this event virtually from abroad. Active 

participation and feedback of the students confirmed the success of this event and highlighted the need 

for similar other events to encourage and inspire students pursuing education in distance mode.  
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