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According to the website of UNESCO, it ‘has been celebrating International Mother Language

Day for nearly 20 years with the aim of preserving linguistic diversity and promoting mother

tongue-based multilingual education. Linguistic diversity is increasingly threatened as more and

more languages disappear. One language disappears on average every two weeks, taking with it

an entire cultural and intellectual heritage. Nevertheless, progress is being made in mother

tongue-based multilingual education with a growing understanding of its importance, particularly

in early schooling, and more commitment to its development in public life.’

Following the declaration of 21st February as International Mother Language Day in 2000, the

departments of Bengali, English and History at the Centre for Distance and Online Education,

Rabindra Bharati University, organised a state-level seminar on the 22nd of February, Tuesday at

the Seminar Hall to commemorate the occasion and pay tributes to the students who laid down

their lives on 21st February 1952, which was later recognised by UNESCO in its report.

The poster for the event



The seminar began with Aritra Basu reading out UNESCO’s resolution to declare21st February

as International Mother Language Day. The proceedings moved forward with a talk on the

importance of the day, delivered by Prof (Dr) Ashis Kumar Das, Director, CDOE, where he

highlighted the importance of all the mother languages across the world along with delineating

the historical anecdotes which enriched the members of the audience.

Professor (Dr) Ashis Kumar Das, delivering the inaugural speech

Since the occasion has its fair share of cultural significance, the seminar also had sporadic

performances from the faculty and staff members of CDOE, RBU. Among these, Dr Dipali

Karmakar, Dr Samita Mukherjee and Dr Ruma Mitra from the department of Rabindra Sangeet

graced the occasion with not only their august presence but also a song each, which uplifted the

ambience and enthusiasm of the members of the audience. Dr Sujata De from the department of

VocaL music also sung a song for the audience.

The Deputy Registrar of CDOE, RBU, Prof (Dr) Bikash Ghosh, in his talk, warned the audience

members of the problems of homogenisation of languages across cultures, countries and

climates. Words of caution gain paramount importance in these trying times, and Prof Ghosh’s

sincere yet solemn words touched the heart, soul and mind of all those who had the fortune of

listening to him on this seminar.



Prof (Dr) Bikash Ghosh shared words of wisdom

Dr Tarak Nath Adhikary, former Dean of Arts at Rabindra Bharati University and Head of the

Department of Sanskrit at Rabindra Bharati University was the invited speaker for this event. In

his brilliant speech, he talked about the importance of ancient languages like Sanskrit in the

context of active languages. Dr Adhikary also mentioned some classical texts in this regard

which only strengthened the argument which he put forward lucidly.

Following this, Dr Sanjib Manna from the Department of Bengali, who was the internal speaker

for the day, deliberated on the importance of Bengali in the context of International Mother

Language Day. His talk, rich and eloquent, covered aspects from history, linguistics, and politics

to the nuances which define and restrict the Bengali language as we know it today.

Dr Sanjib Manna, speaking on the importance of Bengali



Mr Kaushik Bhattacharya, Assistant Registrar (Examination), CDOE, RBU, also gave a talk on

this seminar on the various possibilities and extensions that a cultural and socio-linguist event

like this could bear, in the years to come.

Mr Kaushik Bhattacharya, speaking on cultural possibilities

Mrs Azra Nuh from the Department of Education and Aritra Basu, from the Department of

English, presented poems, that shed significant light on the day’s significance across languages.

The cultural participation ensured that the day did not lose out on its significance amidst the

speakers and the nuanced discussions and speech delivered by the speakers.

One of the poem presentations, by Aritra Basu



The seminar was organised by Dr Sanjib Manna (Assistant Professor, Department of Bengali),

Dr Soumyadeb Maiti (Assistant Professor, Department of History) and Aritra Basu (Assistant

Professor, Department of English). The active participation of everyone and the enthralling

experience that this seminar imbibed in the audience, shows that such events would benefit the

academic, cultural and social outcome of the Centre for Distance and Online Education,

Rabindra Bharati University.


