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The World Commission on Environment and Development (WCED), also known as the

Brundtland Commission directed the nations of the world towards the goal of sustainable

development. The Brundtland report (named as ‘Our Common Future’), published in 1987,

developed the most widely used definition of sustainable development as “development which

meets the needs of current generations without compromising the ability of future generations to

meet their own needs”. Thereafter, sustainable development became an important concept in the

vocabulary of politicians, practitioners, planners, academicians and researchers alike.

Twenty five years later, at the United Nations Conference on Sustainable Development

(Rio+20) held on 20-22 June 2012 at Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, the UN Member States decided to

launch a process to develop a set of Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), which will build

upon the Millennium Development Goals and converge with the post 2015 development agenda.

The Sustainable Development Goals are a universal call to action to end poverty, protect the planet

and improve the lives and prospects of everyone, everywhere. The 17 Goals adopted as a part of

the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development by all UN Member States in 2015, set out a 15-year

plan to achieve the Goals.

Organized by: Environmental Studies, Centre for Distance and Online Education (CDOE), 

Rabindra Bharati University

The webinar on “Aspects of

Environmental Sustainability” organized by

Environmental Studies, CDOE, Rabindra

Bharati University addressed two important

aspects of sustainability, namely agriculture

and wildlife conservation and the progress

and limitations experienced in these two

sectors on a national scale with just under ten

years left to achieve the SDGs. Students and faculty of both regular and distance mode of the

University as well as faculties from several esteemed institutions enthusiastically participated to

make this event a success. This virtual event was attended by a hundred participants in totality.

The inaugural speech was delivered by Prof. (Dr.) Ashis Kumar Das, Director, DDE,

Rabindra Bharati University. In the following section, Prof. (Dr.) Nirmalya Narayan Chakrabarty,

Head of the Department, Department of Environmental Studies, Rabindra Bharati University,
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Inauguration of the webinar 

delivered the welcome address for the

webinar and introduced the speakers for the

following sessions.

The first session of the webinar was

presented by Dr. Moushree Sarkar, R&D

manager, GMS Agritech Pvt. Ltd., Kolkata.

Her presentation titled “Sustainable

Agriculture: A Battle Against Global Hunger”

addressed several aspects of sustainable

agriculture. She aptly pointed out that

sustainability in agriculture follows several

objectives including: food security;

conservation of natural resources like water,

soil; conserving tillage and crop residue

management; application of fertilizer and

organic amendments; Water management;

Increase the area under irrigation; conserving

Presentation delivered by 

Dr. Moushree Sarkar

biodiversity etc. According to her, for a developing country like India, the issue of sustainable

agriculture management is important from the environmental, economic and social perspectives.

With forthcoming challenges already in play, it is necessary large‐scale planning efforts are

undertaken to ensure the needs of present as well as future generations. She also suggested a

number of strategies for achieving the goal of “zero hunger” (SDG 2), which included increasing

awareness of farmers and cultivators, proper management of water resources, improved R&D,

extension of technical and financial assistance to farmers and creation of vibrant environmental,

socioeconomic and agricultural policies for meeting the criteria for sustainable agriculture.

Presentation delivered by 

Mr. Rishin Basu Roy

The second session of the webinar was

presented by Mr. Rishin Basu Roy, Consultant

Naturalist with Help Tourism And Svasara

Jungle Lodge, Tadoba, Maharashtra and

Ph.D. fellow, Department of Environmental

Science, University of Calcutta. His

presentation titled “Ecotourism: Reaching

Ecological sustainability through economic

viability” addressed several aspects of



sustainable wildlife management and conservation through promotion of ecotourism in different

protected areas of our country with special reference to the Corbett Tiger Reserve (Uttarakhand)

and the Sunderban Tiger Reserve (West Bengal). According to him, sustainable tourism is the

management based approach for development of the tourism sector. He stated that sustainable

tourism development requires the informed participation of all relevant stakeholders, as well as

strong political leadership to ensure wide participation and consensus building . He provided a

detailed discussion on the ecotourism resources present in India. He also highlighted that the

relationship that develops through eco-tourism among the tourist and the local community results

in a very strong bonding which helps in the conservation of the place and also creates the

economic sustainability of the same. Through his presentation, he addressed the different strategies

implemented in present times for achieving the goals of “life on land” (SDG 15) and suggested

that India’s Eco-tourism initiatives should be aligned with regulatory systems like CRZ and eco-

sensitive zone mapping for ensuring that positive effects of ecotourism do not lead to exploitation

causing ecological destruction.

Both speakers enlightened the participants on respective topics through relevant theory and

practical experiences achieved by them through field activities. Feedback submitted by participants

Feedback submitted by 

participants

revealed that most of the participants were

satisfied with the event and quality of the

discussion sessions. The interactive sessions

with the experts were very useful for many

others as both the topics discussed were from

their M.A. course curriculum.

The webinar helped shape the outlook

of most of the participants towards achievement

of environmental sustainability through an

ecocentric approach, which was the primary

objective of the webinar. Moreover, all of the

participants appreciated the overall

arrangement that made the webinar successful

in this pandemic situation.

This event was coordinated and conducted by Dr. Priya Banerjee and Dr. Pallavi Mitra,

Assistant Professor(s), Environmental Studies, CDOE, Rabindra Bharati University. The feedback

of the student participants confirmed the success of this event and highlighted the need for similar

other events to encourage and inspire students pursuing education in distance mode.


